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Study on Vocational College & Vocational Junior College for Architectural Education

Osamu MITSUHASHI, Akihiro SHIDA

Summary

In Japan, there has been an attempt by a considerable number of vocational schools to be considered as
colleges. In this paper, expert interviews are analyzed through oral history to comment on the process and
results of the effort of seventeen vocational schools to be promoted to vocational colleges or vocational junior
colleges by November 2017 for the 2018/19 school year. Of these seventeen vocational schools, only Kochi
Rehabilitation Institute was able to fulfill the requirements of the Japan Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT) to be considered as a vocational college for the 2019/20 school year. It was
found that to be promoted to colleges the majority of vocational schools need to improve human resources and
learning facilities. National Colleges of Technology will have more competition with an increasing number of
newly established vocational colleges. This increasing competition may require National Colleges of

Technology to adapt by creating a more efficient balance of practical and academic education.

Keywords: Oral history-style interview, Deregulation, Class Unit System, Vocational Practice Corse,
Vocational College, Problem of 2018
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