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Practical English Teaching Using the Movie The Wizard of Oz
: Teaching the Subjunctive from Dialogues

Mikako NONAKA

Summary

Scholars, over the years, have been interested in researching on the movie The Wizard of Oz (1939),
adapted from Lyman Frank Baum’s The Wonderful of Wizard of Oz (1900) . They have often adopted literary
or economical perspectives; however, little research has been conducted from the English educational
standpoint. Carreira Matsuzaki Junko asked groups of students to compose questions about The Wizard of Oz
during their classes, which resulted in an increase in the students’ independence and motivation to learn the
language. This paper tries to assess the practicality of using the movie to teach English, where teaching
exercises were carried out in two English Communication I classes each for 23 second-grade students and 11
third-grade students that attended a private high school correspondence course in the Kansai area. This paper
focuses on the subjunctive mood using “If” and American society as the background of this movie, to analyze
the questionnaires completed by the students and assess the effectiveness of this teaching method in

motivating students to learn the language.
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MISS GULCH: If you don't hand over that dog, I'll bring a damage suit that'll take your

whole farm! There's a law protecting folks against dogs that bite!

AUNT EM: How would it be if she keeps him tied up? He's really gentle -- with gentle people, that is.
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SCARECROWQ): Do? Why, if I had a brain, I could --

I could while away the hours,

Conferrin' with the flowers,

Consultin' with the rain.
And my head I'd be scratchin'
While my thoughts were busy hatchin'

If I only had a brain.

I'd unravel every riddle

For any individ'le
In trouble or in pain.
DOROTHY: With the thoughts you'll be thinkin'

You could be another Lincoln

If you only had a brain.
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SCARECROW(®@): Oh, I could tell you why

The ocean's near the shore

I could think of things I never thunk before,

And then I'd sit -- and think some more.

I would not be just a nuffin'
My head all full of stuffin'
My heart all full of pain.

I would dance and be merry...
SCARECROW(®): ...Life would be a ding-a-derry
If I only had a brain!
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FIDDLERS: ...Yellow Brick
Follow the Yellow Brick Road.

You're off to see the Wizard
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
You'll find he is a whiz of a Wiz

If ever a Wiz there was.

If ever oh ever a Wiz there was
The Wizard of Oz

Is one because
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Because, because, because, because,

because...

Because of the wonderful things he does....
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TIN MAND: When a man's an empty kettle,
He should be on his mettle.

And yet I'm torn apart.

Just because I'm presumin'

That I could be kind-a human, If I only had a heart.
TIN MAN(®): I'd be tender -- I'd be gentle

And awful sentimental

Regarding Love and Art

I'd be friends with sparrows...
TIN MANG®): ...And the boy who shoots the arrows
If I only had a heart.

Picture me....a balcony....Above a voice sings low.
SNOW WHITE'S VOICE: Wherefore art thou, Romeo?
TIN MAN®): I hear a beat....how sweet!

Just to register emotion

Jealousy -- Devotion --

And really feel the part,

I could stay young and chipper,

And I'd lock it with a zipper,
If I only had a heart...!
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DOROTHY: It's bad enough picking on a straw man, but when you go around picking on poor little

dogs --
LION: Well, you didn't have to go and hit me, did you? Is my nose bleeding?

DOROTHY: Well, of course not. My goodness, what a fuss you're making. Well, naturally, when you

go around picking on things weaker than you are -- Why, you're nothing but a great big

coward!
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LION: Yeh, it's sad, believe me, Missy

When you're born to be a sissy,

Without the vim and verve.

But I could show my prowess --

Be a lion not a mou-ess --

If I only had the nerve

I'm afraid there's no denyin'
I'm just a dande-lion --

A fate I don't deserve. I'd be brave as a blizzard ?
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